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Principal’s Note      
 

As many people know, we have a 
celebration every year called Mini-THON. 
According to Principal Seiler, “We have 
Mini-THON to help fight pediatric cancer so 
hopefully, one day, we will have a cure for 
cancer.” But not only is Mini-THON helping 
a great cause, “Mini-THON is a celebration 
of all the hard work students have done up to 
this point in raising money for pediatric 
cancer.” Mini-THON is extremely important 
to the entire Pleasant Valley School District, 
particularly this year because a few of our 
own students are battling cancer. 

Lighting the way for a cure is our 
Mini-THON theme this year, and people want 
to know how our themes are chosen. 

Principal Seiler explained, “The School 
Board committee makes the final 
decision on the theme, but students can 
make suggestions and I will bring them 
to the Board. Also, before the school 
year ends, all 7th graders will take a 
survey for next year’s Mini-THON.” 

One inspirational addition to this 
year’s celebration was luminarias 
students could purchase to honor 
someone they know battling or who has 
battled cancer. When asked the 
question, “When someone says 
Mini-THON, what do you think of?”, 
Principal Seiler stated these powerful 
words: “Celebration, community, 
philanthropy, and a cure.”

Celebration, community, 

philanthropy, and a cure.



Amazing things happen when 
people work TOGETHER! For instance, 
our PVMS and PVHS administrations 
worked together in the 2018 Cans of 
Tuna drive, and we are happy to 
announce that we collected 2018 cans 
for the West End Food Pantry! 

The challenge… PVMS was 
asked to pitch in and collect at least 100 
cans of tuna to help PVHS reach its 
goal. Let’s just say we showed that our 
middle school students and staff knows 
how to pitch in to help others in need! In 
fact, our PVMS community collected 
over 625 cans of tuna in less than 24 
hours!!!

Mini-THON!                                        
PVMS Once Again Does It For The Kids!

The Great Tuna Challenge
“Like I have said 

before, the PVMS 

family can 

accomplish anything 

when we work 

together!”                

-- Principal Seiler

Not many know what goes on behind the scenes for Mini-THON, but one special staff 
member who helps make it all happen is our own Literacy Coach, Ms. Nieves. She explained 
that when the committee was trying to come up with an idea for this year’s theme, members 
would just toss around ideas until they came up with one they liked, and she loves this year’s 
theme -- Lighting the Way for a Cure.

According to Ms. Nieves, “Even though the students like the day of celebration, it's 
about the kids we are giving another chance to.” She believes, “If everyone could donate just 
one dollar, we could make a huge difference.” 

Ms. Nieves is a huge supporter of Mini-THON because it gives everyone a chance to 
help, and even giving one kid a second chance makes it all worth it. 

-Tyler Mann

Due to the 
overwhelming 
outpouring of support 
with PVMS’S one-day 
drive, students earned 
themselves two dress 
down days - a job well 
done.
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Inside Mini-THON!:      
Ms. Nieves



Mini- THON!                        
PVMS Once Again Does It For The Kids!
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Bear Happenings                  

On March 16th, several students accompanied 7th and 8th Grade Computer 
Teacher Mrs. McDermott to the Pennsylvania Middle School Computer Fair held at 
Northampton Community College.  According to the PA Middle School Computer 
Fair Website, “it is an annual event that highlights Pennsylvania middle school 
students' application skills and computer knowledge. Students are able to unleash 
their creativity, learn how to convey information more dynamically, and enhance the 
learning process.” 

PVMS participants included:
● Ellyot Castillo
● Christopher Daignault
● Sara Dishong
● Alyssa Foster
● Enoch Harsch
● Justin Hernandez
● Alexandra Tonkay

A great big shout-out to 7th graders students Alyssa Foster and Sara 
Dishong for taking 3rd place in Computer Logo Design -- congratulations!

7th and 8th grade Exploratory German’s Name/Noun projec . 
Gut gemacht!

The math department at 
PVMS introduced its Star Student 
program this past September. 
According to Mrs. Bankus, a star 
student is “someone who is 
motivated, conscientious, respectful, 
responsible, kind, and earns good 
grades in math class.”

So far, we have celebrated  
168 star students out of our whole 
school!  A total of 12 teachers, both 
7th and 8th grade math teachers, 
choose two students per month.  Now 
that’s STAR POWER!
                                   - Jarod Moore

Math S ars Burn Bright
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Voices From The Halls  

JULIA GOWER
"You can alk to a new person at school, show them around the school and help them get to the right class.”

ASHLEY KOVACS
"If someone is going through a rough time and doesn't really have a lot of friends, you can go up to them and make 
friends and let them know you are there for them."

DAVID GOFF-FANESI
"If someone is having a bad day, I would just smile, say hi and try to be friendly."

COLDEN ROTHER
“I hold the door open for people.”

EVAN KAYE
“A random act of kindness that I do is I just try to be as nice as possible and if I see someone just having a bad day 
I would go over to him or her and try to make them laugh or smile at least once.” 

ANONYMOUS
“When someone appears left ou , you should go out of your way to tell them to join your group.”

KAYLEE FLURER
“A random act of kindness you could do at PVMS could be simply telling someone that they look nice or you could 
help them with what they need.”           

ANONYMOUS
“To make our school more positive, I could alk to people who don’t have anyone to alk to and I could help people 
who don’t unders and the class material.”

Did you know...KINDNESS IS TEACHABLE!

“It’s kind of like weight training, we found that people can actually build up their 
compassion ‘muscle’ and respond to others’ suffering with care and a desire to help.” 
DR. RITCHIE DAVIDSON , UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN

KINDNESS IS CONTAGIOUS!

The positive effects of kindness are experienced in the brain of everyone who witnessed 
the act, improving their mood and making them significantly more likely to “pay it 
forward.” This means that just one good deed in a crowded area can create a domino effect 
and improve the day of dozens of people!

We know that kindness begets kindness,  so the Bear Times staff surveyed students, 
asking,  “What is one random act of kindness you can perform here at PVMS to 
make our school more happy and positive?”
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Outside the Classroom Walls 
Mrs. Markowski

Mrs. Markowski is the type of teacher that makes math class fun -- she is energetic 
and joyful, which is infectious on those not so fun days. 

She has been a teacher for 10 years, and is going for a Masters Degree in Education. 
She received her teaching certificate when she was 30 after being an accountant for many 
years. Mrs. Markowski also earned a Bachelor's degree in Psychology when she was 22.  

Her favorite part about being a teacher is watching students grow and learn and 
become their own people and form their own opinions; her favorite part about PV is the 
community.  She likes to see her former students out in public and at community events! 

Mrs. Markowski loves math because it is either right or wrong. In fact, one of her 
favorite sayings is, “numbers don’t lie, they won't let you down.” She goes out of her way to 
help students if they need it, and we are so glad to have her as part of our PVMS family.

-Tyler Mann

“Numbers 

don’t lie, 

they won't 

let you 

down.”           

-Mrs. 

Markowski 
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Directed by Mrs. Reborchick, this year’s musical was chosen for its well known story, 

creative scenes, and characters. Performing in the musical requires much from participating 
students, and Mrs. Reborchick realizes that putting on this production will not be easy. 
However, she has no doubt that our drama students will be able to pull it off and put on an 
amazing performance. The musical will take place in the old Middle School Gym on May 4-5.  
Please come support our PVMS theatre participants!

-Tyler Mann 

2018 Musical Production Cast & Crew

Tyler Mann - Willy Wonka
Jacob Warner - Candyman
Mattison Hyland - Oompa-Loompa
Barbie Clifford - Oompa-Loompa
Sarah Ballek - Oompa-Loompa
Kaitlyn Bond - Oompa-Loompa
Mia Newman - Mrs. Beauregarde
Joseph Kawalzyk - Charlie Bucket
Alexia Piel - Mrs. Bucket
Frederick Jorder - Mr. Bucket
Ashley Alexis - Grandma Josephina
Emma Roberts - Grandpa George
Kaitlyn Lampke - Mike Teavee
Jeremy Major - Grandpa Joe 
Tamya Nugent - Jane 
Amira Mehmedi - Matilda 
Gretchen Finkbiner - Phineous Trout 
Lindsey Baldwin - Augustus Gloop 
Rebecca Penny - Mrs. Gloop 
Anastasia Krial-Victor - Veruca Salt 
Alexa Lopresti - Mrs. Salt 
Reina Ortiz - Violet Beauregardeerf

PVMS Musical Production
Willy Wonka & The Chocolate Factory  

Mia Hernandez - Mrs. Teavee
Lauren Klinger - Grandma Georgina
Anessa Pritzos - Sound
Sallee Chan - Stage Crew
Samantha Carey - Stage Crew
Ellyot Castillo - Stage Crew
Samantha Zarate - Stage Crew
Courtney Todarc - Stage Crew
Kaelin Alicea - Stage Crew
Gabriella Schwartz - Stage Crew 

Our enthusiastic cast behind the scenes at rehearsal!

7



National Junior Honor Society 
Induction 

On December 19, 2017 new 
inductees were inducted into the National 
Junior Honor Society. It is an honor to 
receive an invitation to apply, let alone be 
accepted as a member! 

The application process is rigorous. 
In order to be considered, a student needs 
to have performed plenty of community 
service, to excel in academics, and to 
demonstrate leadership. 

The induction was a formal 
ceremony hosted by Principal Seiler, Mrs. 
Wojton, and Mrs. Butchkoski. Current 
officers lighted the five candles that 
represent the NJHS: Leadership, 
Character, Service, Scholarship, and 
Citizenship. Officers gave a speech 
explaining the significance of each candle. 

The inductees received their 
certificates and are official members of the 
NJHS. Pleasant Valley is so proud of our 
inductees and wish them well in everything 
they do.  

    - Kendyl Ramsay

How Are You Studying?

The Bear Times staff asked - 
who else but our own National Junior 
Honor Society members - to share 
specific study skills they find most 
helpful. 

Grab your agenda, notebooks, 
binders, and pencils and get started! 

“Study your notes and review them 
every nigh .”

- Maria Sait a

“Practice problems.  Also, have a 
parent or friend study with you.”

- Sophia Tauer

“Ask questions if you have any doub .”  
- Briana Noel

“Take notes and study them.”
- Ella Muir

“Use tenth period to study.”
- Mattison Hyland

“Always bring everything home to 
study.”

- Sarah Ballek

Art by Lauren Klinger, 7th Grade
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NJHS Shows Love For PVMS is All Around 

On February 14, our NJHS 
reminded us that Valentine’s Day is a 
celebration of love-- and of course that 
applies to our PVMS family!  From fun 
after school activities to nice teachers 
and great friends, our PVMS family 
always shows the love in everything 
we do.
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Principal Seiler lends a helping hand.



Student Government Association News

The following students attended the District 9 2018 Pennsylvania Student 
Government Conference, “Navigating the Future,” on Friday, March 16 at Valley 
View High School in Archbald, PA.   
● Jeremy Major
● Kendyl Ramsay
● Ryan Morris
● Garrett Todd
● Olivia Altman
● Alexia Piel

The mission of Pennsylvania Association of Student Councils is to engage 
student leaders and advisors in leadership training, networking, community service, 
school improvement, personal development opportunities, and civic engagement in 
the 21st century. Thank you to all of our PVMS students who participated in this 
event!

PVMS SGA Members Attend Pennsylvania 
Student Government Conference
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Spring Activities  
Constitution Revisions April

8th to 9th Grade Elections May

7th to 8th Grade Elections June

SGA News

THE PLEASANT VALLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT GOVERNMENT 
ASSOCIATION

IS PROUD TO SPONSOR THE 2nd ANNUAL

JESTER FAMILY FUN 
COLOR 3K/5K

Saturday, April 14, 2018 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Race day registration will start at 9:00 in the MS lobby

All monies raised benefit

Join us for this family-fun, untimed 5k or 3k event to raise money for the
PVMS Mini-THON.

Wear your whitest running clothes; and get ready to be showered with 
different colors and be challenged at our game stops along the way.

The courses are a combination of pavement and grass directly on the PVMS campus.
 

Any questions regarding registration should be directed to Mrs. Dekmar.

You do not want to miss this!
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SGA News
Jester Family Fun Color 3K/5K

It will 

be... a

C

O

L

O

R

B L A S T!!!
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When I saw Black Panther for the first time in theaters, I was completely amazed. 
Everything about it  -- from the visual effects to the action scenes and jokes -- were 
incredible. Director Ryan Coogler perfectly portrayed the world of Wakanda and the 
story of T’Challa.

Black Panther is set in present day Africa, in the made-up nation of Wakanda. 
After his father's death, T’Challa (Chadwick Boseman) must return home to claim the 
throne. After he is crowned king, his younger sister Shuri (Letita Wright) shows him 
some of the new technology which she has created using Vibranium. Vibranium is a 
fictional metal, the strongest metal on Earth in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, which his 
sister has used to create T’Challa’s new Black Panther suit. 

Meanwhile, in other parts of the world, a man named Erik Killmonger (Michael B. 
Jordan) plots his revenge on the people of Wakanda. As small amounts of information 
begin to spread about the true power of the Wakandan Nation, disagreements form 
amongst the leaders of Wakanda about the future of their country.

The message of this movie is to not be isolationist. Throughout the whole movie, 
Wakanda has barricaded itself from the outside world, hiding its true power. This has 
allowed its people to create incredible technology unknown to the rest of the world, but at 
what cost?  

The rating for Black Panther would definitely be PG-13 because of the intense 
action scenes and mild cursing. Marvel fan young and old will love this movie. While kids 
will find it fun and entertaining, adults will also appreciate the importance of the 
important global message behind Marvel’s Black Panther.                                                         

       - Zac Hayes

Bear Critic’s Corner

Black Panther Claws on 
to the Big Screen!
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Bear Critic’s Corner

In the novel One of Us is Lying, by 
Karen M. McManus, five unrelated 
students are given detention, all for the 
same reason.  Whes Simon Kelleher, the 
creator of the school’s notorious gossip 
app, collapses halfway through detention 
due to a mysterious allergic reaction, the 
small town gets crazy.

At the center of this chaos are four 
other kids who were in detention:  
Bronwyn Rojas, bound for college and has 
never broken a rule; Addy Prentiss, the 
homecoming princess; Cooper Clay, the 
great baseball pitcher; and Nate McCauley, 
who is already on probation for dealing.  
These four students are the prime suspects 
in the murder of Simon Kelleher.  

When the police discover that 
Simon had planned to post an article on 
each of the other four students the 
following day, the investigation becomes 
focused on the four students.  Will these 
four students be able to band together and 
solve this mystery before one or all of them 
lands up in jail?

One of Us is Lying is a thrilling, 
dramatic murder mystery. While reading, I 
could barely tear myself away from the 
pages.  Every chapter reveals a new and 
exciting plot point that completely changes 
the story.  I would definitely recommend 
this book to anyone who enjoys mysteries 
or drama novels. 
                                      - Kailee Gentiles

Performer:Lyn-Z Way
“Every night I sweat, I hurt myself, 

and I don’t stop until the job is done 
because I want every little girl in the 
audience to walk away knowing that this is 
possible, that they can do this,” says 
Lyn-Z Way. Way is a proud feminist,  a 
creative visual artist, and a hard-working 
musician. 

Lyn-Z Way fights for women’s 
rights in the world.Her goal is to inspire 
girls and women everywhere that they too 
can become musicians.

“I was the weird art girl,” she 
states in an interview with interviewing 
company “Taste It TV.” Her first art show 
was in a burnt out basement with art taped 
to the wall. Now, at the age of forty-one, 
she still creates magnificent artwork for 
people of all personalities to enjoy. She 
believes that if she saw artwork that she 
thought was terrible and poorly done but 
another person thought was wonderful and 
incredible, neither of them would be right 
or wrong. Lyn-Z has truly inspired me to 
do my best when creating art. 

Finally, Lyn-Z is a musician.  She 
plays the bass guitar in a band called MSI.  
She tells the story of how she came to be: 
MSI’s manager actually came up to her 
and handed her a CD by the band. He said 
they needed a bass player and she should 
audition. He had heard from a friend of 
hers that she could play well. One problem 
-- she could not actually play at the time! 
She asked another friend if he could teach 
her. 

Hearing her story gives me 
inspiration to work my hardest and become 
a musician. Lyn-Z Way is a person to 
aspire to be like, be it for her contributions 
to feminism, artwork or musical talents.                                                               

          -Molly O’Brien

Bear Book Review
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News From The Main Of ice 

 

Due to the inclement weather, the Department of Education has 
granted an extension to the PSSA window. The administration of the PSSA 
will be postponed by one week.

Revised PSSA testing dates:
● ELA Assessment will be administered April 17th, 18th, and 19th.
● Math Assessment will be administered April 24th and 25th

● The 8th grade Science Assessment will be administered May 1st and 
2nd.

The end of the 3rd Marking Period is now Wednesday, April 11th and 
report cards will be issued on Monday, April 23rd.  

The Jester Color Fun RUN is this Saturday, April 14 starting at 
10:00 AM on the Middle School campus.  Did you register yet?  If not, race 
day registrations will begin at 9:00 AM in the Lobby. 

A day of fun, color, and challenge games all to raise money for 
Mini-THON is planned.  Following the outside events, check out the Crock 
Pot Corral where you can warm up to a variety of homemade delights!  We 
hope to see you there!
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Positive is 
Powerful


